piece of gemara involving an
argument between a lender and a
borrower, Rabbi Zemel pulled
out several authentic coins
discussed in that sugya. The

antique coins, which date back to the times of the gemara over
1500 years ago, were gently passed around as each talmid had a
chance to see and feel the difference in the shape, size and
material of the various coins. The talmidim were amazed to hear
about the purchasing power which these coins carried when they
were in use. A special thank you to Rabbi Ariel Edry for
graciously loaning us the precious set of coins.
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Aside from this week’s

lively gemara
discussions, Rabbi
Barkany’s 8th graders

had a special challenge
come their way- the long,
complex Rashi of keitzad
shamin. This Rashi deals
with how we precisely
measure the value of a
kesuba as it relates to
aidim  zomimin. After
gaining a  thorough

understanding of the Rashi, many talmidim *®®®*®*®®®eeeesccsce
undertook to accurately read, translate and explain the Rashi
with all its details, thereby earning a cold, refreshing slurpee.
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The Pasuk tells us that while Hagar was
wandering in the desert with Yishmael in
her hands, she cried out to Hashem for
help. The next few pesukim seem to
allude to the fact that Hashem had mercy
due to Yishmael’s tefilos. Why, then, does
the Torah mention Hagar’s cries at all if it
was Yishmaels’s tefilos to which Hashem
listened?

R’ Yaakov Kaminetzky, zt”l, helps us
understand what the Torah is teaching us
here. He explains that perhaps the Torah
mentions Hagar’s tefilos in order to
compare them to those of Yishmael and to
show how much more powerful the tefilos
of a young child are. Since a young child,
even a “Yishmael,” has a pretty clean
slate in his youth and is headed for a
future of maasim tovim and vyiras
shomayim, his tefilos are very powerful.
This is an important lesson for all children,
no matter who they are. Their tefilos are
greatly needed and accepted in shomayim
and they can make a big difference.







